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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election of the species of Figs. 1 and 2, claims 26-38, in the reply filed 
on 22 January 2008 is acknowledged. Because applicant did not distinctly and 
specifically point out the supposed errors in the restriction requirement, the election has 
been treated as an election without traverse (MPEP § 818.03(a)). 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

On p. 7, line 12, it is suggested to change "third section 6" to -third telescopic 
section 6-- for clarity. 

On p. 8, line 4, what is a "sprang" ball? 

On p. 8, line 16, which "Fig. 3" is being referred to since only a "Fig. 3a" and "Fig. 
3b" has been disclosed? 

On p. 12, lines, 13, 14, 17 and 19 and p. 13, line 3, what is a first "sprang" 
electrical contact? 

Applicant is respectfully requested in reviewing the entire specification for 
correction of the term "sprang" wherever else such term appears. 
Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Objections 

3. Claims 26, 28, 29 and 33-37 are objected to because of the following 
informalities: 

Claim 26, line 3, in the recitation "a telescopic portion comprising at least one of a 
plurality of telescopic sections", Applicant should note that a telescopic arrangement is 
really formed from two or more telescopic portions and not just a single telescopic 
portion . 

Claim 28 should more clearly structurally relate the power supply with that 
already set forth back in claim 26 to avoid any double inclusion of elements. 

Claim 29, lines 2-4, the phrase "wherein a handle means of said. ..said axle or 
said connection means" sets forth repetitive language and appears to be a double 
inclusion of elements. 

Claim 33, line 2, what is a "sprang" referring to? 

Claim 34, lines 2 and 4, the recitation of the terms "or" here makes the claim an 
alternative expression rendering the claim vague and indefinite since it is unclear what 
Applicant intends the claimed invention to be. 

Claim 35 makes the scope of the claims unclear since claim 35 appears to recite 
double inclusion of elements with that already recited back in claim 26. Claim 35, the 
phrase "wherein said power supply is further mechanical" is awkward and unnecessary 
here. 
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Claim 36, line 1 , "a telescopic portion" should read -said telescopic portion-- for 
clarity. Claim 36 makes the scope of the claims unclear since claim 36 appears to recite 
double inclusion of elements with that already recited back in claim 26. 

Claim 37 makes the scope of the claims unclear since claim 37 appears to recite 
double inclusion of elements with that already recited back in claim 26. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 26-29 and 31 -38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by Goldstein 3,343,192 (hereinafter Goldstein). 

As for claim 26, the patent to Goldstein discloses in Figs. 1 , 2, 1 1 and 15, for 
example, a portable cleaning device 10, comprising a brush including a telescopic 
portion comprising at least one of a plurality of telescopic sections defined by axial 
sleeve 22a' (Fig. 15; col. 4, lines 24-34), a cleaning brush portion 61 (Fig. 1) or 75a (Fig. 
11) coupled with said telescopic portion 22a' of said portable cleaning device, a handle 
portion comprising a power supply 35 located in said handle portion of said portable 
cleaning device, wherein said power supply includes a shaft or axle 104a', and wherein 
said power supply provides a rotation of said axle 104a' which is connected to said 



Application/Control Number: 10/731,234 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3723 

telescopic portion 22a', a casing or handle means 12 including at least one front wall 
which includes an aperture (Fig. 15) intended for unobstructed passage of said axle or 
said telescopic portion of said portable cleaning device, a switching means 40 (Fig. 1) 
coupled with said power supply, and wherein said switching means is intended to 
control said power supply of said portable cleaning device 

As for claim 27, said handle portion further comprises a cap or stand 48 capable 
of holding and convenient storage of said portable cleaning device 1 0 (Figs. 1 and 2). 

As for claim 28, said power supply is electrical and comprises an electrical 
motor 20 electrically coupled with said switching means 40 of said portable cleaning 
device, and wherein said electrical motor includes said axle 104a', an electrical power 
supply 35 located in a power supply compartment of said handle means of said handle 
portion, and wherein said electrical motor is installed in at least one 30 (Fig. 2) of a 
plurality of holders located in said handle means. 

As well as claim 29 is understood, said axle 104a' is further connected to a 
telescopic portion 22a' of said portable cleaning device through a connection means 
(not positively recited), and wherein a handle means of said portable cleaning device 
includes at least one front wall which comprises an aperture intended for unobstructed 
passage of said telescopic portion 22a'. 

As for claim 31 , said handle portion further comprises a stand 48 intended for 
charging of said electrical power supply (col. 2, lines 25-42). 

As for claim 32, said electrical power supply is at least one 35 of a plurality of 
electrical batteries inserted in a power supply compartment and intended to power said 
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electrical motor 20, and wherein said electrical power supply is appropriately electrically 
connected to said electrical motor by electrical contacts 38 and electrical wires 36 
through said switching means 40 of said handle means 12 of said handle portion of said 
portable cleaning device. 

As well as claim 33 is understood, at least one of said electrical contacts 
connecting said electrical power supply is further presented by a "sprang" (spring) 
electrical contact 38 (col. 2, lines 15-17). 

As for claim 34, said handle means 12 of said portable cleaning device is further 
dissectionable to provide a replacement of said electrical power supply in said handle 
portion by a detachable cap or lid 48 to provide a replacement of said electrical power 
supply in said handle portion (Fig. 2). 

As well as claim 35 is understood, said power supply 35 is further mechanical 
and comprises a mechanical means including a handle 12 comprising a shaft rigidly 
coupled by one end with said handle and by another end with said axle 104a', and 
wherein said handle is mounted on a back wall of said handle means of said handle 
portion of said portable cleaning device, a second aperture 101 (Fig. 15) located into 
said back wall and providing an unobstructed passage of said shaft of said handle into 
said handle means a spring 38 or 65a' located in said handle means and mechanically 
connected to said axle, and a mechanical switching means 40 mechanically coupled 
with said axle. 
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As well as claim 36 is understood, said axle 104a' is further connected to a 
telescopic portion 22a' of said portable cleaning device through said mechanical 
switching means 40. 

As well as claim 37 is understood, said axle 104a' is further connected to a 
telescopic portion 22a' of said portable cleaning device through a connection means 
(not positively recited), and wherein a handle means 12 of said portable cleaning device 
includes at least one front wall which comprises an aperture (Fig. 15) intended for 
unobstructed passage of said telescopic portion or said axle or said connection means. 

As for claim 38, said handle portion further comprises a stand 48 capable of 
holding and convenient storage of said portable cleaning device 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claim 30 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Goldstein. 

As for claim 30 reciting that said electrical motor of said portable cleaning device 
is a reversible electrical motor, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art to have provided such a reversible electric motor in order to improve the versatility of 
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the cleaning device as well as the predictable result of varying the cleaning effect on 
debris or stains which need to be removed. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The patents to Price, Evans, George, and Haughton are relevant 
to various telescopic handle arrangements. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Randall Chin whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1270. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday and every 
other Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Hail can be reached on (571) 272-4485. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Randall Chin/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3723 



